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Die Mercurii, 112 Martii, 1766. 


The Order of the Day being read for the ſecond reading of 


the Bill, entituled, An A to repeal an act made in the laſt 
ſeſſion of Parliament, entituled, An Act for granting and ap- 
plying certain Stamp Duties and other duties in the Britiſh Co- 
lanies and Plantations in America, towards further defraying 
the expences of defending, protecting, and ſecuring the ſame, 
and for amending ſuch parts of the ſeveral acts of parliament 
relating to the Trade and Revenues of the ſaid Colonies and 
Plantations, as direct the manner of Determining and Recovering 
the Penalties and Forfeitures therein mentioned. Then the 
faid Bill was read a ſecond Time, and it being propoſed 
to commit the Bill, the ſame was objected to. After a 
long Debate thereupon, the Queſtion was put, Whether 
the ſaid Bill ſhall be committed: It was reſolved in the 


Affirmative. 
Contents #73 


Proxies 32 10 5 
Not Contents 61 
Proxies 10 71 
Majority 34 
Diiſſentient, 


ft, ECAUSE, as this Houſe has in this 


Seſſion by ſeveral reſolutions moſt ſo- 


lemnly aſſerted and declared, firſt, © That the 
King's Majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament 
aſſembled, had, hath, and of right ought to 
have, full power and authority, to make laws 
and ſtatutes of ſufficient force and validity to 
bind the Colonies, and people of America, ſub- 
jets of the Crown of Great Britain, in all caſes 
whatſoever ;” Secondly, “ That tumults and 
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inſurrections of the moſt dangerous nature have 
been raiſed and carried on in ſeveral of the 
North American Colonies, in open defiance of 
the power and dignity of his Majeſty's Govern- 
ment, and in manifeſt violation of the laws and 
legiſlative authority of this Kingdom :” Third- 
ly, © That the ſaid tumults and inſurrections 
have been encouraged and inflamed, by ſundry 
votes and reſolutions paſſed in ſeveral of the 
Aſſemblies of the ſaid Provinces, derogatory to 
the honour of his Majeſty's Government, and 
deſtructive of the legal and conſtitutional de- 
pendency of the ſaid Colonies, on the imperial 
Crown and Parliament of Great Britain :” 
Which reſolutions were founded on a full exa- 
mination of the papers on our table, manifeſt- 
ing a denial of the legiſlative authority of the 
Crown and Parliament of Great Britain, to im- 
pole duties and taxes on our North American 
Colonies; and a criminal reſiſtance there made 
to the execution of the commercial and other 
regulations of the Stamp Act, and of other acts 
of parliament : we are of opinion, that the to- 
tal repealing of that law, eſpecially while ſuch 
reſiſtance continues, Would (as Governor Bar- 
narde ſays is their intention) make the autho- 
rity of Great Britain contemptible hereafter;“ 
and that ſuch a ſubmillion o King, Lords, and 
Commons, under ſuch circumſtances, in fo 
ſtrange and unheard of a conteſt, would, in ef- 
fect, ſurrender their antient, unalienable rights 
of ſupreme juriſdiction, and give them ex- 
clufively to the ſubordinate Provincial Legiſla- 
tures citabliſhed by prerogative; which was 

never 
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never intended or thought of, and is not in 
the power of prerogative to beſtow ; as they 
are inſeparable from the Three Eſtates of the 
Realm aſſembled in Parliament. 

2diy, Becauſe the law, which this Bill now 
propoſes to repeal, was paſſed in the other 
Houſe with very little oppoſition, and in this 
without one diſſentient voice, during the laſt 
ſeſſion of Parliament, which we preſume, if it 
had been wholly and fundamentally wrong, 
could not poſſibly have happened; as the mat- 
ter of it is ſo important, and as the intention of 
bringing it in, had been communicated to the 
Commons by the firſt Commiſſioner of the 
Treaſury the year before, and a reſolution, re- 
lating and preparatory to it, was then agreed to 
in that Houſe, without any diviſion. 

3dly, Becauſe, if any particular parts of that 
law, the principal of which has been experi- 
enced and ſubmitted to in this country, with- 
out repining, for near a century paſt, had been 
found liable to juſt and reaſonable objections, 
they might have been altered by a Bill to ex- 
plain and amend it, without repealing the 
whole. And, if any ſuch Bill had been ſent 
to us by the Commons, we ſhould have thought 
it our duty to have given it a moſt ſerious con- 
ſideration, with a warm deſire of relieving our 
countrymen in America from any grievance or 
hardſhip ; but with proper care to enforce their 
ſubmiſſion and obedience to the law ſo amend- 
ed, and to the whole legiſlative authority of 
Great Britain, without any reſerve or diſtinc- 


tion whatſoever. 
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 4thly, Becauſe, it appears to us, that a 
moit eſſential branch of that authority, the 
power of Taxation, cannot be properly, equi- 
tably, or impartially exerciſed, if it does not 
extend itſelf to all the members of the ſtate in 
21 ia to their reſpective abilities; but 
ſuffers a part to be exempt from a due ſhare of 
thoſe. burthens, which the public exigencies re- 
quire to be impoſed upon the whole : a parti- 
ality which is directly and manifeſtly repugnant 
to the truſt repoſed by the people in every le- 
giflature, and deſtructive of that confidence on 
which all government is founded. 
 Zthly, Becauſe, the ability of our North- 
American Colonies, to bear without inconveni- 
ency the proportion laid on them by the Stamp 
Act of lat ear, appears to us moſt unqueſtion- 
able, for the following reaſons: Firſt, That 
the eſtimated produce of this Tax, amounting 
to ſixty thouſand pounds per Annum, if divided 
amongſt twelve hundred thouſand people (being 
little more than one half of the ſubjects of the 
Crown in North America) would be only one 
ſhilling per head a year; which is but a third 
of the wages uſually paid to every labourer or 
manufacturer there for one day's labour : Se- 
condly, That it appears by the accounts that * 
Have been laid before this Houſe from the Com- 
miſſioners of Trade and Plantations, that of the 
debt contracted by thoſe Colonies in the laſt 
war, above 1,755,000/, has already been diſ- 
charged during the courſe of three years only, 
by the funds provided for that purpoſe in the 


ſeyeral Provinces; and the much greater _ 
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of the remaining incumbrance, which in the 
whole is about 760,000 pounds, will be paid 
in two years more: We mult likewiſe obſerve, 
that the bounties and adyantages given to them 
by Parliament in 1764 and 1765, and the du- 
ties thereby loſt to Great Britain for their ſer- 
vice, and in order to enable them the more eaſily 
to pay this Tax, muſt neceſſarily amount in a 
few years to a far greater ſum than the pro- 
duce thereof. It is alſo evident, that ſuch pro- 
duce being wholly appropriated to the payment 
of the army maintained by this Kingdom in 
our Colonies, at the vaſt expence of almoſt a 
ſhilling in the pound land tax, annually remit- 
ted by us for their ſpecial defence and protec- 
tion ; not only no money would have been ac- 
tually drawn by it out of that country, but the 
_ eaſe given by it to the people of Great Britain, 
who are labouring under a debt of ſeventy mil- 
lions, contracted by them to ſupport a very 
dangerous war, entered into for the intereſt and 
ſecurity of thoſe Colonies, would have re- 
dounded to the benefit of the Colonies them- 
ſelves in their own immediate ſafety, by con- 
tributing to deliver them from the neceſſary 
expence, which many of them have hitherto 
always borne, in guarding their frontiers againſt 
the ſavage Indians. 

6:hly, Becauſe, not only the right, but the 
expediency and neceſſity of the ſupreme le- 
Ane exerting its authority to lay a gene- 
ral tax on our American Colonies, whenever 
the wants of the public make it fitting and 
reaſonable that all the Provinces ſhould contri- 
bute 
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bute in a proper proportion to the defence of 
the whole, appear to us undeniable, from theſe 
conſiderations: Firſt, That every Province be- 
ing ſeparate and independent on the others, and 
having no Common Council impowered by the 
conſtitution of the Colonies to act for all, or 
bind all, ſuch a tax cannot regularly, or with- 
out infinite difficulty, be impoſed upon them, 
at any time, even for their immediate defence 
or protection, by their own provincial aſſem- 
blies; but requires the intervention and ſuper- 
intending power of the Parliament of Great- 
Britain. Secondly, That in looking forwards 
to the poſſible contingency of a new war, a 
contingency perhaps not far remote, the proſ- 
pect of the burthens, which the gentry and 

eople of this Kingdom muſt then ſuſtain, in 
addition to thoſe, which now lie ſo heavy upon 
them, is ſo melancholy and dreadful, that we 
cannot but feel it, a molt indiſpenſible duty, to 
eaſe them as much as is poſſible, by a due and 
moderate exertion of that great right, which 
the conſtitution of this realm has veſted in the 
Parliament, to provide for the ſafety of all, by 
a proportionable charge upon all, equally and 
indifferently laid. We: likewiſe apprehend, 
that a partial exemption of our Colonies from 
any exerciſe of this right by the Britiſh Le- 
giſlature, would be thought ſo invidious, and 
ſo unjuſt to the other ſubjects of the Crown of 
Great Britain, as to alienate the hearts of theſe 
from their Countrymen reſiding in America, to 
the great detriment of the latter, who have on 
many occaſions received, and may again want 
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aſſiſtance, from the generous warmth of their 
affection. 

7thly, Becauſe, the reaſons aſſigned in the 
public reſolutions of the Provincial Aſſem- 
blies, in the North American Colonies, for 
their diſobeying the Stamp Act, viz. That 
they are not repreſented in the Parliament of 
Great Britain, extends to all other laws, of 
what nature ſoever, which that Parliament has 
enacted, or ſhall enact, to bind them in times 
to come, and muſt (if admitted) ſet them ab- 
ſolutely free from any obedience to the power of 
the Rritiſh Legiſlature. We likewiſe obſerve, 
that in a letter to Mr. Secretary Conway, dated 
the 12th of October 1765; the commander in 
chief of his Majeſty's forces in North America 
has declared his opinion, “ That the Queſtion 
« is not of the inexpediency of the Stamp Act, 
« or of the inability of the Colonies to pay the 
© Tax; but that it is unconſtitutional and con- 
„ trary to their Rights, ſupporting the inde- 
« pendency of the Provinces, and not ſubject 
* to the legiſlative power of Great Britain.” 
It is moreover affirmed, in a letter to Mr. Con- 
way, dated 7th November, That the peo- 
« ple in general are averſe to Taxes of any 
& kind; and that the merchants of that place 
ce think they have a right to every freedom of 
e trade which the ſubje&s of Great Britain 
* now enjoy.” This opinion of theirs ſtrikes 
directly at the Act of Navigation, and other 
ſubſequent laws, which from time to time have 
been made in the wiſe policy of that Act; and 


ſhould they ever be encouraged to procure for 
them- 
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themſelves that abſolute freedom of trade, which 
they appear to deſire, our plantations would be- 
come, not only of no benefit, but in the higheſt 
degree prejudicial to the commerce and welfare 
of their Mother- country; nor is it eaſy to con- 
ceive a greater encouragement, than the repeal- 
ing of a law, oppoſed by them on ſuch prin- 
ciples, and with ſo much contempt of the Sove- 
reignty of the Britiſh Legiſlature. 
 8tbly, Becauſe, the appearance of weakneſs 
and timidity in the Government and Parlia- 
ment of this kingdom, which a conceſſion of 
this nature may too probably carry with it, has 
a manifeſt tendency to draw on further inſults, 
and by leſſening the reſpect of all his Majeſty's 
ſubjects to the dignity of his Crown, and au- 
thority of his Laws, throw the whole Britiſh 
empire into a miſerable ſtate of contuſion and 
anarchy, with which it ſeems by many ſymp- 
toms to be dangerouſly threatened : and this is 
the more to be feared, as the plea of our North 
American Colonies, that, not being repreſent- 
ed in the Parliament of Great Britain, they 
ought not to pay Taxes impoſed or levied upon 
them by the authority thereof, may by the 
ſame reaſoning be extended to all perſons in 
this Iſland, who do not actually vote for Mem- 
bers of Parliament; nor can we help appre- 
hending, that the opinion of ſome countenance 
being given to ſuch notions by the Legiſlature 
itſelf, in conſenting to this Bill for the Repeal 
of the Stamp Act, may greatly promote the 
contagion of a moſt dangerous doctrine, de- 
ſtructive to all Government, which has ſpread 
| | itſelf 
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itſelf over all our North American Colonies, 
that the obedience of the ſubject is not due to 
the Laws and Legiſlature of the Realm, farther 
than he in his private judgment ſhall think it 
_ conformable to the ideas he has formed of a 
free conſtitution. 

9:hly, Becauſe, we think it no effectual guard, 
or ſecurity, againſt this danger, that the Par- 
liament has declared in the reſolutions of both 
Houſes, paſſed during this ſeſſion, and now re- 
duced into a Bill, That ſuch notions are ill 
founded ; as men will always look more to 
deeds than words, and may therefore incline to 
believe, that the inſurrections in our Colonies, 
excited by thoſe notions, having ſo far proved 
ſucceſsful, as to attain the very point, at which 
they aimed, the immediate repeal of the Stamp 
Act, without any previous ſubmiſſion on the 
part of the Colonies; the Legiſlature has in 
fact ſubmitted to them, and has only more 
grievouſly injured its own dignity and autho- 
rity, by verbally aſſerting that Right, which it 
ſubſtantially yields up to their Oppoſition, The 
reaſons aſſigned for this conceſſion render it 
{till more alarming, as they ariſe from an illegal 
and hoſtile combination of the people of Ame- 
rica, to diſtreſs and ſtarve our Manufacturers, 
and to with-hold from our Merchants the pay- 
ment of their juſt debts : the former of which 
meaſures has only been practiſed in open war 
between two States ; and the latter, we be- 
lieve, not even in that ſituation, either by the 


public or by individuals, among the civilized 
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nations of Europe, in modern times. If this 
unprecedented plan of intimidation ſhall meet 
with ſucceſs, it is eaſy to foreſee, that the prac- 
tice of it for other and ſtill greater objects will 
frequently be-renewed, and our manufacturers 
and merchants reduced to the like, and more 
permanent diſtreſs : we cannot therefore but 
wiſh, that ſome more eligible method, conſiſ- 
tent with their future ſafety and our dignity, 
had been taken by Parliament, to ſhew our 
tender concern and compaſſion for their ſuf- 
ferings, and to diſcovrage any other ſuch un- 
warrantable attempts ; which we are fully per- 
ſuaded would have been very practicable, with 
due care and attention, and at an expence very 
inferior to the importance of the object. 

| Laſily, Becauſe, we are convinced from the 
unanimous teſtimony of the Governors, and 
other officers of the Crown in America, that if, 
by a moſt unhappy delay and neglect to provide 
for the due execution of the law, and arm the 
Government there with proper orders and pow- 
ers, repeatedly called for in vain, theſe diſturb- 
ances had not been continued and encreaſed, 
they might eaſily have been quieted before they 
had attained to any dangerous height; and we 
cannot, without feeling the moſt lively ſenſe of 
grief and indignation, hear arguments drawn 
from the progreſs of evils, Which ſhould and 
might have been ſtopped in their firſt and feeble 
beginnings, uſed for the {till greater evil of ſa- 
crificing to a preſent; relief the higheſt perma- 


nent intereſts, and the whole Majeſty, Power, 
and 
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and Reputation of Government: This afflicts 
us the more deeply, becauſe it appears from 
many letters, that this law, if properly ſup- 
ported by Government, would from the pecu- 
liar circumſtances attending the diſobedience 
to it, execute itſelf without bloodſhed. And 
it is ſaid in one of the letters to Mr. Secretary 
Conway, That the principal view is to inti- 
* midate the Parliament; but that if it be 
thought prudent to enforce their authority, 
* the people dare not oppoſe a vigorous reſo- 
« lution of the Parliament of Great Britain.“ 
That vigorous reſolution has not yet been 
found in the Parliament ; and we greatly fear, 
that the want of it will certainly produce one 
of theſe two fatal conſequences ; either that the 
repeal of this law will in effect annull and abro- 
gate all other laws and ſtatutes relating to our 
Colonies, and particularly the Acts that reſtrain 
or limit their Commerce, of which they are 
moſt impatient ; or, if we ſhould hereafter at- 
tempt to enforce the execution of thoſe laws 
againſt their will, and by virtue of an authori- 
ty, which they have dared to inſult with im- 
punity and ſucceſs, that endeavour will bring 
upon us all thoſe evils and inconveniencies, to 
the fear of which we now ſacrifice the Sove- 
reignty of the Realm; and this at a time when 
the ſtrength of our Colonies, as well as their 
defire of a total independence on the Legiſlature 
and Government of their Mother-country, may 
be greatly augmented, and when the circum- 
ſtances and diſpoſitions of the other powers of 

Europe, 
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Europe, may render the cbnteſt far more dan- 
gerous and formidable to this Kingdom. 
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Die Lune, 17 Martii, 1766. 

The Order of the Day being read for the third reading of 
the Bill, entituled, An A to repeal an af? made in the laſt 
ſeſſion of parliament, entituled, An A for granting and ap- 
plying certain Stamp Duties, and other duties in the Britiſh 
Colonies and Plantations in America, towards further defray - 
ing the expences of defending, protecting, and ſecuring the 
fame, and for amending ſuch parts of the ſeveral atts of par- 
liament relating to the Trade and Revenues of the ſaid Colonies 
and Plantations, as direct the manner of Determining and Re- 
covering the Penalties and Forfeitures therein mentioned. Then 
the ſaid Bill was read a third Time, and it being propoſed 
to paſs the Bill, the ſame was objected to. After ſome 
Debate thereupon, the Queſtion: was put, Whether the 
ſaid Bill ſhall paſs: It was reſolved in the Affirmative. 

Di ſentient, 
1/t, DECAUSE ve think, that the Decla- 
ratory Bill we paſt laſt week, can- 
not poſſibly obviate the growing miſchiefs in 

America, where 1t may ſeem calculated only to 

deceive the people of Great Britain, by holding 

forth a delufive and nugatory affirmance of the 

Legiſlative Right of this Kingdom, whilſt the 

enacting part of it does no more than abrogate 

the Reſolutions of the Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives in the North American Colonies, which 
have not in themſeives the leaſt colour of au- 
thority ; and declares that, which is apparent- 
ly and certainly criminal, only null and void. 
2dly, Becauſe the particular Objections, which 
have been made to the Stamp Act in North 

America, and which have been adopted in the 

courſe of the Debates upon this Bill tor repeal- 

ing it, are in fact contradicted by undeniable 

Evidence upon our Table; it having been urg- 


ed, Firſt, That all the money to be collected 
by 
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by this Tax was to be annually remitted hither, 
and that the North American Colonies would 
thereby be drained of all their ſpecie; and Se- 
condly, That the inſtitution of Vice Admiralty 
Courts in thoſe Colonies, for the recovery of 
Penalties upon Revenue Laws without Juries, 
is a novel practice, by means of which his 
Majeſty's Subjects in thoſe dominions, © would 
be deprived of one of their moſt valuable Li- 
« berties, Trials by Juries, and in this reſpect 
tt diſtinguiſhed from their Fellow Subjects in 
« Great Britain ;” and would likewiſe be liable 
to the greateſt Inconvenience, Vexation and In- 
juſtice, through the option left to any Proſe- 
cutor to call them from one end of that exten- 
ſive Continent to the other; and through the 
temptation to the Judge, to condemn rather 
than to acquit, from his being paid by pound- 
age of the condemnation- money: Whereas, 
with regard to the firſt of theſe objections, 
it appears by the minute of the late Board of 
Treaſury laid before this Houſe, and dated on 
the gth day of July laſt, that the fulleſt Direc- 
tions had been ſent to the ſeveral officers of the 
Revenue, „that in order to obviate the incon- 
« yenience of bringing into this Kingdom the 
© money to be raiſed by the Stamp Duties, all 
* the produce of the American Duties ariſing 
« or to ariſe, by virtue of any Britiſh Act of 
« Parliament, ſhould, from time to time, be 
* paid to the Deputy Pay-maſter in America, 
*« to defray the ſubſiſtence of the troops, and 
% any military expences incurred in the Colo- 


© nies :” and with regard to the ſecond objec- 
non 
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tion, it is manifeſt, from ſundry Acts of Parlia- 
ment, that a juriſdiction has beea aſſigned to 
the Judges of thoſe Courts, for the recovery of 
penalties upon the Laws of Revenue and of 
Trade, without Juries, for near a century paſt, 
from the conſideration (as we apprehend) that 
in ſome of the Colonies they are the only Judges 
not elected by the people: and fo far it is from 
being true, that the Subjects in North America, 
by being deprived in theſe Caſes of Trials by 
Juries, were in that reſpect diſtinguiſhed from 
their Fellow - ſubjects in Great Britain; that, 
in this very inſtance of the Stamp Duties, the 
Penalties, which by the American Stamp Act 
were made recoverable without a Jury before 
a Judge of the Vice Admiralty Court, are, by 
the Laws now in force for collecting the Stamp 
Duties in Great Britain, recoverable alſo with- 
out a Jury, before two Juſtices of the Peace, 
with the like Powers in both caſes, which we 
earneſtly wiſh were not ſtill more neceſſary for 
the collection of the Public Revenue in Ame- 
rica than in Great Britain; and which we 
ſhould be moſt deſirous, if poſſible, to alleviate 
in both countries: with this view, and to take 
away all juſt occaſion for diſcontent, we were 
very glad to find by the Repreſentation from 
the late Commiſſioners of the Treaſury to his 
Majeſty in Council, dated on the 4th day of 
July laſt, that the ſtricteſt attention had been 
given by that Board to prevent the inconveni- 
ence and injuſtice above-mentioned, by a plan 
to eſtabliſh three different Courts of Vice Ad- 
miralty at the moſt convenient Places, with 
IY C proper 
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proper Diſtricts annexed to each; and to give 
the judges ſufficient and Honorable Salaries in 
lieu of all poundage and fees whatſoever: but 
we cannot obſerve, without the higheſt con- 
cern and ſurprize, that this repreſentation, 
founded upon a clauſe inſerted in the Stam 
Act for this very purpoſe, and expreſsly calcu- 
lated to relieve his Majeſty's Subjects in North 
America from many unneceſſary hardſhips and 
oppreſſions, to which they are now liable b 
many other Laws {till ſubſiſting, ſhould be 
totally diſregarded for ſeveral months, and 
be ſuffered to remain unexecuted in every part 
of it even to this day; and that no notice 
whatever ſhould be taken, in any of the diſ- 
patches from the preſent Adminiſtration to- 
the Governors of the Colonies in North Ame- 
rica, of the timely care which had been em- 
ployed to obviate the objections raiſed on both 
thoſe Heads: eſpecially, as it is notorious, that 
the meaſures to be purſued, in conſequence of 
that Minute and Repreſentation, had been fully 
opened and approved in Parliament, at the 
time when the Stamp Act was propoſed ; and 
as the total negle& of it has given occaſion to 
great Clamour and Diſſatisfaction in the Colo- 
nies. We cannot help further obſerving, that 
as the Stamp Act was not to take place till 
the iſt of November, if the Parliament had 
been called early, their determinations, either 
for enforcing or repealing that Law, would 
probably have delivered the Merchants and 
Manufacturers here from all the difficulties and 
diſtreſs to which they have been for ſo many 
months 
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months expoſed; nor would the diſorders in 
America, where all government 1s proſtrate, 
have riſen to fo great a height, or taken ſo deep 
a root. 
3dly, Becauſe, the Argument which has been 
uſed in favour of this Bill of Repeal, that the ex- 
3 of the Stamp Act has been tried, and 
as failed, is extremely ill founded; as it mani- 
feſtly appears from the whole tenor of the Pa- 
pers laid before us, that if this experiment had 
been properly tried, with the ſame zeal for its 
ſucceſs with which it was firſt propoſed, it 
would not have failed in any of the Colonies : 
and that this was the opinion of the greater 
art of the Governors in North America, and 
of many of the moſt intelligent and reſpect- 
able perſons in thoſe provinces, for ſome time 
after this Act was paſſed, is evident beyond a 
doubt, from the Letters of the former now 
upon our Table, and from the latter having 
applied for, and accepted the Office of Diſtri- 
butors of the Stamps under that Act, which 
they certainly would not have done, and thereby 
have expoſed their Lives and Fortunes to the 
violence and outrages which they have ſince 
undergone, if they had then thought the ſuc- 
ceſs of this meaſure in any degree precarious : 
nor have we heard of any impracticability at- 
tending this Law in Jamaica and Barbadoes, 
and ſome other of the Weſt India iflands, or 
in thoſe of our Colonies in North America, 
where it has been executed, 
4thly, Becauſe, a Precedent of the two Houſes 
of Parliament lending their Power, from x” 
C 2 0 
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of Fear or Impatience under a preſent uneaſi- 
neſs, to overturn in one month a Plan of Mea- 
ſures, undertaken with their warmeſt Appro- 
bation and Concurrence, after the moſt mature 
deliberation of two years together, for the im- 
provement of our Revenue, and the relief of 
our People, will effectually diſcourage all offi- 
7 cers of the Crown in America from doing their 
duty, and executing the Laws of this King- 

1 dom ; and is enough to deter future Miniſters, 
in any circumſtances of diſtreſs or danger to 
their Country, from oppoſing their fortitude 
and zeal for the ſervice of the Public, to ſtrong 
Combinations of private and particular In- 
tereſts, to the Clamour of Multitudes, or the 
Malice of Faction; which muſt neceſſarily 
bring on ſuch a Weakneſs and Puſilanimity in 
the Adminiſtration of Government, as will ſoon 

end in the Downfal and Ruin of the State. 
TLaſiiy, Becauſe, the Repeal of this Law under 
the preſent Circumſtances, will, we fear, not 
only ſurrender the Honour and efſential Intereſts 
| of the Kingdom now and for ever, both at home 
if and abroad, but will alſo deeply affect the fun- 
| damental Principles of our Conſtitution ; for 
if we paſs this Bill againſt our Opinion, from 
the Threats and Compulfion publicly avowed 
in our Colonies, and enforced by the moſt un- 
juſtifiable means within Great Britain, we dif- 
claim that Legiſlative Authority over the ſub- 
jects, which we own ourſelves unable to main- 
| tain. If we give our Conſent to it here, with- 
out a full conviction that it is right, merely 
becauſe it has paſſed the other Houſe, by de- 
clining 
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clining to do our duty on the moſt important 
occaſion which can ever preſent itſelf, and 
where our interpoſition, for many obvious Rea- 
ſons, would be peculiarly proper; we in effect 
annihilate this branch of the Legiſlature, and 
vote ourſelves uſeleſs. Or if by paſſing this 
Bill, we mean to juſtify thoſe, who in Ame- 
rica, and even in Great Britain, have treated 
a ſeries of Britiſh Acts of Parliament as ſo 
many Acts of Tyranny and Oppreſſion, which it is 
ſcarcely criminal to reſiſt ; or thoſe officers of 
the Crown, who, under the eye, and with the 
knowledge of Government, have taken upon 
themſelves, whilſt the Parliament was Sitting, 
without its Conſent, to ſuſpend the Execution 
of the Stamp Act, by admitting Ships from the 
Colonies, with unſtampt Clearances, to an En- 
try, in direct Violation of it, which from the 
Papers upon our Table appears to have been 
done ; we ſhall then give our approbation to an 
open breach of the firſt Article of that great 
Palladium of our Liberties, the Bill of Rights ; 
by which it is declared, That the pretended 
% power of ſuſpending of Laws, or the exe- 
*« cution of Laws, by regal Authority, with- 
* out conſent of Parliament, is illegal.” Laſtly, 
If we ground our Proceedings upon the Opi- 
nion of thoſe who have contended in this 
Houſe, that from the Conſtitution of our Co- 
lonies they ought never to be taxed, even for 
their own immediate Defence, we fear that 
ſuch a Declaration, by which near a fifth part 
of the ſubjects of Great Britain, who by the 
Acts of Parliament to reſtrain the Preſſing of 
f Seamen 
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Seamen in America, are already exempted from 
furniſhing Men to our Navy, are to be for ever 
exempted from contributing their ſhare to- 
wards their own ſupport in money likewiſe, 
will, from the flagrant Partiality and Injuſtice 
of it, either depopulate this Kingdom, or ſhake 
the baſis of Equality, and of that Original 
Compact, upon which every Society is founded; 
and as we believe, that there is no inſtance of 
ſuch a permanent Exemption of ſo large a body 
of the ſubjects of any State in any Hiſtory, an- 
tient or modern, we are extremely apprehen- 
five of the fatal Conſequences of this unhappy 
Meaſure ; to which, for theſe Reaſons, in ad- 
dition to thoſe contained in the Proteſt of the 
11th of this month, our Duty to the King, 
and Juſtice to our Country, oblige us to enter 
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this our Solemn Diſſent. 
Temple Dudley and Ward 
Abercorn Suffolk and Berkſhire 
Scarſdale Leigh 
J. Bangor Bridgewater 
Trevor Gower 
Hyde Groſvenor 
Marlborough Powis 
Sandwich Ker 
Charles Carlifle Lyttelton 
Weymouth Eſſex 
Thomas Briſtol Ferrers 
W. Glouceſter Aylesford 
Buckinghamſhire Vere 
R. Dureſme Eglintoun. 
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A LIST of the LORDS who Voted 
againſt the Repeal of the American Stamp 
AR, March 10, 1766. 


His Royal Highneſs the Duke 


of YoRKE, firfl Brother to 
the Ki 

Duke of Beaufort | 

Duke of Bedford. Prote/ied. 

Duke of Marlborough. Pro. 

Duke of Ancafter, Maſter 

of the Horſe to the Queen, 

| Duke of Bridgewater. Pro. 

Earl of Pembroke, Col. of the 
firſt Regiment of Dragoons. 

Earl of Suffolk and Berk- 
ſhire. Pro. | 

Earl of Denbigh, a Lord of 
the King's Bedchamber 

Earl of Sandwich. Pro. 

Earl of Lichfield, Captain of 
the Band of Penſioners, &c. 

Earl of Coventry, a Lord of 
the King's Bedchamber. Pro. 

Earl of Oxford, @ Lord of 
the King's Bedchamber. 

Earl Ferrers, a Captain in the 
Royal Navy. Pro. 

Earl of Aylesford. Pro. 

Earl of Hallifax. Pro. 

Earl of Macclesfield 

Earl Ker (Duke of Roxburgh 
in Scotland) Pro. 

Earl Waldegrave, Governor 
of Plymouth, and Col. of the 
f Regiment of Dra- 
goons, Pro. | 

Earl of Orford, a Lord of the 
King's Bedchamber, and 


Ranger of St. James and. 
Hy, A 7 : 

Ear] of Warwick 

Earl Gower. Pro, 

Earl of Buckinghamſhire, 4 
Lord of the King's Bed» 
chamber. Pro. 

Earl of Powis. Pro. 

Earl of Northumberland, 
Vice Admiral of all Am- 
rica. h 

Earl Temple. Pro. 

Earl Harcourt, Chamberlain 
to the Quten 

Earl of Guildford 

Earl Talbot, Steward 
King's Houſhold 

Viſcount Say and Sele | 

Viſcount Townſhend, Lieu- 

_ tenant General of the Ord- 
nance, and Colonel of the 
28th Regiment of Fo t. Pro. 

Viſcount Weymouth. Pro. 

Viſcount Bolingbroke. Pro. 

Viſcount Wentworth. Pre. 

Viſcount Dudley and Ward. 
Pro. 

Lord Le Deſpencer 

Lord Botetourt 

Lord Leigh. Pre. 

Lord Byron 

Lord Trevor. Pre. 

Lord Montfort 

Lord Vere. Pro. 

Lord Hyde. Pre. 
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Lord Mansfield, Chief Fu/- 
tice of the King's pd 4 

Lord Lyttelton. Pro. 

Lord Groſvenor. Pro. 

Lord Scarſdale. Pro. 

Lord Beaulieu 


Earl of Eglintoun, a Lord of 


the King's Bedchamber. Pro. 
Earl of Abercorn. Pro. 


Earl of Loudon, Governor of 


Edinburgh Caſtle, and Col. 


7 the 3oth Regiment of 
= 


of 
Earl of March, @ Lord of the 
| King's Bedchamber 


Earl of Bute, Ranger of 


Richmond Park 


Lord Cathcart, firſt Lord of 


Police in Scotlan 

® Biſhop of Durham. Pro. 
ſecond proteſt 

Biſhop of Cheſter 

Biſhop of Rocheſter 


Biſhop of Bangor. Pro. 

Biſhop of Glouceſter. Pro. 

Biſhop of Carliſle. Pro. 

Biſhop of Briſtol, Pro. 62 

Proxies. 

Duke of Cleveland, Comp- 
troller of the Seal, &c. 

* Earl of Eſſex Pro. ſe- 
cond proteſt | 

Earl of Tankerville | 

Earl of Darlington, after 
of the Jewel Office, and 
Governor of Carliſie 

Lord Craven 

Lord Forteſcue 

Lord Vernon 

Earl of Sutherland, Col. of a 
Bat. of Highlanders | 

Earl of Rothes, Col. of the 
34 Regiment of Foot-guards, 
Gov. of Duncannon, &c. 


Biſhop of Hereford. 10. 


The Biſhop of Durham was abſent at the time of the pro- 
teſtation on the 11th ; but his Lordſhip ſigned the ſecond pro- 


4eſt, as did alſo the Earl of Eſſex, who had firſt voted by Proxy. 
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